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Who are Murphy’s Kids?





BACKGROUNDER

Hailing from Richmond, Va., this six-piece reggae/ska has one mission: to play positive music to make the booty shake.  Mission accomplished.  Murphy’s Kids can be labeled as a fan’s band.  They don’t consider themselves as having fans; they have friends.  They love meeting people who come to their show, and then befriending them; creating a family environment.  They aren’t all about fun and games, they are serious about their music and it shows. 

In 1999, John Charlot (vocals, trumpet), Reid Attaway (guitar, vocals), David Haygood (bass), Paul Riley (trombone), and Will Thompson (drums) created what was to become Murphy’s Kids. Their goal was to make music that wouldn’t pigeonhole them as just a reggae/ska band.  They achieved this by blending whatever they had in their CD players at the time—reggae, progressive, hardcore, ska and etc.

Soon after forming, David left to follow his own ventures.  After cycling through a few different bass players, Kelly Hazlet took the helm.  They finally decided on the current line up we all know and love today.  In addition to John, Reid and Kelly, DJ Kyrikides (trombone), Nate Koch (sax), and Eli Doxtator (drums) now make up Murphy’s Kids.

In 2000, Murphy’s Kids wanted to give back to the community by donating money and putting on an awesome show.  This was achieved by creating the Happy Skalidays! show.  Each year since 2000, Murphy’s Kids have run Skalidays!, featuring different ska bands, and providing the profits to a charity.  

The Anti-Corporate Beach Party EP was released in December 2006 and was given great reviews.  It was, literally and figuratively, very well received—almost selling out of its first pressing by the end of that December.  It features singles such as “The Anti-Corporate Beach Party” and “Mandate.”

In eight short years, Murphy’s Kids have come along way.  They started as a garage-level punk/ska band, and matured into a serious ska/reggae force to be reckoned with.  Still having a fun attitude, and having a blast on stage, their sound has developed into better song writing and musicianship.

Recently, Murphy’s Kids have been touring as much as they can.  They have been performing their blend of ska/reggae in front of people all over the East Coast.  Murphy’s Kids will continue playing their high-energy show as long as people wish to see them.  Which, evidently, will be for a long time. 
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Links: 

www.myspace.com/mkrva


mk.initialized.org/
