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First-Ever Designated Hero of The Year Named

Atlantic City, NJ – February XX, 2010 – It’s a bird.  It’s a plane.  No, it’s John Tronolone, senior at Monmouth University.  Tronolone was named the HERO Campaign’s first-ever Designated Hero of the Year at the Designated Driver of the Year Ceremony held at Monmouth University on January 27, 2010.

The award was given to a student who best exhibited being a responsible driver.  He or she was nominated by peers or by nominating themselves.  Tronolone was nominated by his friend Judy Onday.

“He always offers himself as a designated driver without hesitation. Many times he has driven ridiculous distances to help a friend come home safely. He is always there for us, no questions asked,” said Onday of Tronolone.

Tronolone won a monetary prize as well as having his picture featured on two HERO Campaign billboards.  One billboard will be on Monmouth Rd. in Oakhurst; the other billboard is on the NJ Turnpike, exit 8.

Bill Elliott, HERO Campaign founder and father of Ensign John Elliott who lost his life to a drunken diver, was in attendance for the ceremony.

 “John would be very proud and humble if he was here.  He knew how to go out and have fun but he was more committed to helping other people.  The reason this campaign works is because of you, in hopes you can change the world,” said Elliott.

The HERO Campaign was adopted by Monmouth University in April 2007.  The University has been a model school for the cause.  Monmouth University’s Substance Awareness Coordinator, Suanne Schaad, has worked with many different clubs and organizations on campus to help promote the movement.  The University had the honor of hosting the first ceremony of its kind in the nation. 

The goal of the HERO Campaign is to eliminate drunken driving fatalities and accidents in the state of New Jersey and our nation in honor of Ensign John R. Elliott who lost his life to a drunken driver in July of 2000, just two months after graduating from the United States Naval Academy.

For more information about the HERO Campaign, go to www.herocampaign.org.  For information about Monmouth University’s Substance Awareness programs, contact Suanne Schaad at sschaad@monmouth.edu.

###

About the HERO Campaign

The HERO Campaign is an anti-drunk driving campaign designed to eliminate drunk driving fatalities and accidents in the state of New Jersey and our nation in honor of Ensign John R. Elliott who lost his life to a drunken driver in July of 2000, two months after graduating from the United States Naval Academy.  While at the Naval Academy, John was selected the outstanding HERO (Human Education Resource Officer) in his graduating class, the inspiration for the HERO Campaign, which is now saving lives nationwide.  The HERO Campaign is responsible for the passing of John’s Law, a law which requires police to impound the cars of those charged with drunken driving for up to 12 hours, and issue responsibility warnings to those taking custody of the DUI offenders, and other drunk driving prevention programs.
